
Spiral Honeycombs: How Stingless Bees Build These 
Complex Honeycomb Structures? 

 
We all are living in a world where hexagonal honeycombs are the most common. 
But did you ever know that a small group of rebellious australian bees has chosen 

to build spiral honeycombs? Yes, that's true! In australia and oceania, we have 
numerous types of stingless honey bees from the class tetragonula, which have 

excellent combs. A few hives have stacked circles that look somewhat like an 
objective. Others have a spiral shape; others make complicated terraces. 
 

It's prevalent to think there may be an architect behind this unusual honeycomb 
design. Maybe some manager honey bee that ensures all the others work builds in 

the right place. However, after watching honey bees for quite a long time, 
researchers haven't found any all-inclusive strategy. 
 

How & why bees build the complex spiral shapes? 
 

We know honey bees are brilliant, yet it's been somewhat of a secret as to exactly 
how tetragonula honey bees manage to make their spiral, bullseye, and other 
sporadically moulded beehives. 

 
Presently, an international group of researchers has moved forward to discover; 

shockingly, when the researchers utilized numerical models to explore the 
examples found in the colonies of bees, they found that hive creation had striking 
similarities to the development of crystals. 

 
They noticed the patterns in tetragonula combs were additionally found in crystals. 

When crystals form, no main molecules let them know how to develop, yet the 
molecules tend to attach in patterns because of their shapes. 

 
The researchers took a bunch of mathematical conditions that clarify crystal 
development. Then, at that point, they changed them somewhat to make 

tetragonula combs. After small work, the group got some extraordinary-looking 
outcomes, matching with the examples found in actual hives of these stingless 

bees. 
 
They even discovered the reason why a few combs were spirals. One equation 

added a bit of irregularity since honey bees don't generally fabricate their hexagons 
in line with others. At the point when this number was small, the hive was an 

excellent arrangement of stacked circles. Some made spirals and double spirals in 
the hive and surprisingly more complicated terraces. Every one of the four of these 
examples exists in nature and are used by bees to store raw honey! 

 
Humming on nature 

 
Julyan cartwright, a researcher of the spanish national research council (csic), also 
studied the mathematical patterns in nature. "each bee is basically following an 
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algorithm." cartwright saw a viral picture of the infamous brood combs a couple of 
years before and quickly perceived the example; when he was concentrating on 

mother-of-pearl molluscs, whose glowing shells also uncover particular spiral 
constructions when seen under an electron microscope. 

 
Cartwright said that the two instances of animal architecture recalled research from 
the 1950s that clarified how crystals typically fill in a spiral construction by following 

a couple of straightforward, numerical guidelines. He and his colleagues needed to 
discover what those rules may be for the tetragonula honey bees. 

 
To examine, the researchers demonstrated the development of a spiral comb 
utilizing an algorithm inspired by crystal growth. Then, one by one, digital worker 

bees added new cells to the comb in either of the two ways. Bees could add cells to 
the growth front — the edge of the brush where different honey bees had been 

laying cells — in so far as their new cell was put marginally higher than its 
neighbors; or, honey bees could fabricate another cell on top of a current cell, in as 
much as that cell was more or less level with its adjoining cells. 

 
With these limitations set up, each new level of the brush must be fabricated a 

decent separation away from the edge, giving each new level a more modest range 
than the last. The higher the level, the smaller the radius. Thus, with these couple 

of basic principles, the spiral pattern arose. 
 
According to Mr. Basem Barry, Founder & CEO of Geohoney, when people 

construct a building, we have an architect who designs & builders follow it. "what 
we found is that the honey bees needn't bother with an arrangement. They just 

accompany many basic principles concerning where one should put another piece of 
wax when it shows up at the brush. Furthermore, if you program those guidelines 
into a pc, they produce similar pictures." what are those principles precisely? Until 

we can ask the honey bees it's impossible to know about their planning. 
 


